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County Agent’s Notes:

September 17, 2001

Where were you when the war started?
By: Dr. Ernie Flint, Area Agent/Agriculture
Never and forever are words I seldom use, because they are so final and absolute.
However they fit this context. Last Tuesday, September 11th was a day we shall never forget. It
will forever be etched into our minds as the day our world turned upside down. You older folks
remember December 7th, 1941, the day Pearl Harbor was attacked, in much the same way.
But in a very real sense the events of last Tuesday go beyond the horror of Pearl Harbor since
this latest disaster targeted innocent civilians in a way never seen on American soil.
At about 9:50 last Tuesday morning, I was about to walk out of the office to begin one of
my “normal” days of visiting farmers. Linda Thompson, Extension Secretary, has a small radio
that stays tuned to gospel music, and the volume is kept low most of the time. Julie White, 4-H
Agent, was standing near the radio, and turned around to tell us, “they just said a plane has hit
the World Trade Center in New York.
Still not ready to assume this to be a deliberate act, I said to myself, “what an awful
accident”. Then, a little after 9:00 the same reporter stated that a second plane had hit the other
tower of the World Trade Center. After this second event I think most of us knew that our
country was under attack, but after the third plane hit the Pentagon in Washington, D.C at 9:38 I
felt the attack might go on all day, and that we might expect other attacks, possibly in Southern
cities like Atlanta, Memphis, or even Jackson. Thank God my concerns did not materialize.
Now our President and others are talking of an extended “war” that could go on for years.
What does this mean for our area and our way of life? Only the passage of time can answer this
question, but for the present it says to me that many changes are about to take place. First, we
must unite as we know our country can. All our petty grievances must be laid aside, and we
must look to God and the leaders of our country for guidance. Our entire being as a nation is
about to be tested before the bar of history, and we cannot afford to be found lacking in strength
or will.
All wars have heroes, and the list of heroes has already begun. The passengers who
overpowered their attackers on the plane which crashed short of it’s intended target, the
firefighters and policemen who ran into the face of death itself in an effort to save others, and
Father Mike, the priest who went with them to share their fate. No doubt, there will be many
more stories like these, and as always there will be unsung heroes whose stories will never be
known. More familiar names may appear on the list as events enfold; and our turn to be tested
may come.
As Thomas Paine wrote in Common Sense during the American Revolution, “These are
the times that try men’s souls.” Our souls have certainly been tried, and will almost as certainly
be tried again and again before this is resolved. God give us strength, and God Bless America.

